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CIRCULAR E 2 OF 2012

AMENDMENTS TO THE EXAMINATION GUIDELINES FOR OFFICIAL HOME LANGUAGES
(HL); FIRST ADDITIONMAL LANGUAGES (FAL) AND HISTORY: MNATIONAL SENIOR
CERTIFRICATE (NSC)

1. AMENDMENTS TO THE EXAMINATION GUIDELINES FOR OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
(HL AND FAL) GRADE 12 NSC 2012

1.1 Examination Guidelines for the setting of Grade 12 Examinations in Languages was issued
In April 2009. To ensure that the standard and quality of all 11 official Language question
papers are comparable, a few amendments are made to these guidelines for Home
Languages (HL) and First Additional Languages (FAL).

1.2 The Amendments to the Examination Guidelines streamiines the Examination Guidelines of
2008 and will further assist teachers and leamers in their preparalion for the NSC
Language examinations.

1.4 This Amendmeant to the Examinafion Guidelines is not imended to change the currant
teaching and learning practices in the classroom. It must therefore be used in conjunction
with the Examination Guidelines of 2003.

Find attached:

(it  Annexure A: Amendments to Examination Guidelines for Home Language and First
Additional Language Grade 12 NSC 2012: Paper 1
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(il Annexure B: Amendments to Examination Guidelines for Home Language and First
Additional Language Grade 12 NSC 2012; Paper 2

(i}  Annexure C: Amendments to Examination Guidelines for Home Language and First
Additional Language Grade 12 NSC 2012: Paper 3.

1.4 Please note that the Examination Guidelines for Second Additional Languages (SAL) have
not been amended.

2. AMENDMENTS TO HISTORY EXAMINATION GUIDELINES NSC 2012 - 2013

2.1 The attached Amendmenis to History Examination Guidelines NSC 2012 - 2013
(Annexure D) are intended to streamling the content focus areas for the optional case

studies in specific themas in both History Papers 1 and 2.

2.2 |n addifion, specific guidelines for source-based, paragraph writing and extended writing are
provided.

2.3 The Amendments should be read in conjunction with the Subject Assessment Guidelines,
Learning Programme Guidehnes and Examinations Guidelines for Hisfory issued in 2004,

3. The Amendments to the Examination Guidelines for Official Languages and Histary
Examination Guidelines NSC must be distributed to all schools offering Grade 12 NSC
axaminatons.

4.  Also note that these amendments and the orginal Examination Guidelines are valid until
2013.

5. If there are any queries regarding this circular, those should be directad o the Chief Director:
Mational Assesement and Public Examinations: Dr RR Poliah: Telephone (012) 357 3000,
Fax (012) 328 6878 or E-mail: poliah.rfdbe_gov.za
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ANNEXURE A

AMENDMENT TO EXAMINATION GUIDELINES
FOR HOME LANGUAGE AND FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE GRADE 12 NSC 2012

PAPER 1

(This documeant must be usad in conjunction with the Examination Guidelines of 2008}

"SECTION

HOME LANGUAGE

FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE

A: COMPREHENSION

QUESTION 1
+« Select TWO texts - OME prose

QUESTION 1

= Select TWO texts - ONE prose

30 MARKS and ONE wisual. The visual and ONE visual, The visual text
text must be related to the does not have to be relsted to
prose lext the prose 1exi.

= Reading length « Reading length |
Text A (Prose): Text A (Prose):

Disjunctive orthography: 700-800 | Disjunctive orthography:  600-700

words words |

Conjunctive orthography: 500-560 | Conjunctive orhography: 450-500

words Words
Text B (Visual): Do not count Text B (Visual): Do naot count |
the words in the visual, the words in tha visual,

Note: Maobe:

There will be:- - It s mot necessary for

=  comparative quastions comparaiive questions o be
based on the two lexis based on the Iwo texis

|+ amaximum of 2 apen-endad » There will ba 1 open-ended

questicns guestion in this section,

= g maximum of 1 multiple-choice | « & maximum of 1 multiple cholce
questicn I guestion

B: SUMMARY QUESTION 2 QUESTION 2

Candidates will be instructed to Candidates will be instrucled 10|
10 MARKS I summarise in point or paragraph | summarise In point form.

form. Provision for both answers |

will ba accommodated in the

memarandum, and candidates will

nat be penalized for eilher form of

respansea.

C: LANGUAGE 3 texts: 4 texts:

1 advert, 1 cartoon and 1 adwvert, 1 cartoon, 1 prose and 1

HL - 30 MARKS 1 prose pictura

FAL — 40 MARKS

30 MARKS and THREE 40 MARKS and THREE

QUESTIONS as indicated below:

QUESTIONS as indicated balow:

1



QUESTION 3: QUESTION 3:

Advertisement Advertisement (combination of
(combination of visual and visual and written/'verbal) 10
written/verbal) : 10 marks marks
Wil test the following; | ‘Wil tast the following: Advertising
| Advertising technigues, | techniquas, including language
including language usage usage.

(Language in action).

Mote: There should be 1 open-

ended question
QUESTION 4: QUESTION 4:
Cartoon : 10 marks Cartoon: 10 marks
Will test the following: Visual and Will test the tollowing: Visual and
language usage. language usage.
Hote: There should be 1 open-
ended question |
QUESTION 5:
Prose : 10 marks | QUESTION 5:
Length of text: 5.1 Prose: 14 marks
- A total of 250 — 300 Disjunctive | Length of text:
languages. = Afotal of 150 - 200 Disiunctive
- Atotal of 120 -150. Conjunctive languages
languages. - A total of BO -100. Conjunctive
Will test the following: languages.
Language usage. grammar
and editing skills in context. 5.2 Picture: § marks _
Wil test language wsage for both |
There will be:- questions 5.1 & 5.2

« 2 open-ended guestions in _ |
Section C (I in the advert and 1 | There will be:-

if 1he CArtoon « 2 open-ended guestions in
« & maximum of 2 multiple-choice Section C (I in the advert and 1 |
guestions in Section C in the caoon

[ = amaximum of 3 multiple-choice
| quesiicns In Seclicn © (1 per
question)




ANNEXURE B

AMENDMENT TO EXAMIMATION GUIDELINES
FOR HOME LANGUAGE AND FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE GRADE 12 NSC 2012
PAPER 2

(This document must be usad n conjunction with the Examination Guidelines of 2008.)

HOME LAMNGUAGE FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
FORMAT: " The paper consists of FOUR sections:
The paper consists of THREE sections: SECTION A: Novel (35 marks)

. SECTION B: Drama (35 marks)
phbiitad oo SR ::,'E:],j SECTION C: Short Stories (35 marks)
SECTION C: Drama {25 marks) SECTION D: Poetry (35 marks)

Candidates will be required to answer a Candidates will ba required 1o answer a 1olal '
total of FIVE Questions from 3 Sections f Two questions from ANMY TWO |

for 80 marks as shown below: sections (ONE guestion on each genre |
studiad) for 70 marks as shown below:

SECTION A: POETRY:30 MARKS ~ SECTION A: NOVEL: 35 MARKS
QUESTIONS 1 -4 QUESTIONS 1- 4
PRESCRIBED POETRY
There is a cholce between an ESSAY and a
= Seton 4 poems as follows: CONTEXTUAL guestion for each novel.
Question 1 — Essay, and
Questions 2-4 - Conteidual type LENGTH OF ESSAYS:
questions. Digjunctive : 250 — 300 words
MARKS: 10x2=20 Conjunctive : 190 -240 words
QUESTIONS 5- 6 LENGTH OF EXTRACT/S:
UNSEEN POETRY ¢« 1 extract - betwaen 300 and 400 words
(disjunctival and babwean 150 and 300
= One unseern poem and 2 guestions ag |  words (conjunclive)
follows: « 2 gxfracts - a maximum of 200 words
Cuestion 5 - Essay and (disjunctve) and a maximum of 150
Cuestion § = Contextual words (conjunclive)
Iype guestions

| MARKS: 10X 1 =10 |

LENGTH OF POETRY ESSAY:
Disjunclive: 250 = 300 words
Conjunctive: 180 1o 240 words




SECTION B: NOVEL: 25 MARKS

QUESTIONS 7 - 12 .
There is a choice betwesan an ESSAY and a |
CONTEXTUAL guestion for each noved,

LENGTH OF ESSAYS:
Disjunctive: 400 = 450 words
Conjunctive: 340 to 390 words

LEMNGTH OF EXTRACT/'S:

= | exirasl - batwean 300 and 400 words |
(disjunctiva) and between 150 and 300
words (conjunctive)

» 2 gpxiracts - a maximum of 200 words
{disjunctive) and a maximum of 150
words (conjunctiva)

SECTION B: DRAMA: 35 MARKS
QUESTIONS 5-8

There i a choice between an ESSAY and a
CONTEXTUAL guestion for each drama.

LENGTH OF ESSAYS:

Disjunctive ; 250 — 300 words
Conjunctive : 180 -240 words

LENGTH OF EXTRACT/S:

¢ 1 extract - betwean 200 and 300 words
(disjunctive) and betwean 100 and 150
words (conjunctive)

« 2 extracts - a maximum of 150 words
(disjunctive) and a maximum of 75 words
(conjunctive)

"SECTION C: DRAMA: 25 MARKS

QUESTIONS 13- 18

There will be a choice between an ESSAY
anda CONTEXTUAL guastion for each
drama,

LENGTH OF ESSAYS:
Disjunctive: 400 = 450 words
Conjunctive: 340 to 390 words

LENGTH OF EXTRACT/S:

= 1 extract- betwean 200 and 300 words
(disjunctive) and betwean 100 and 150
words conjunctive.

¢ 2exiracts - a maximum of 150 words
(disjunciive) and a maximum of 75 words |
(conjunctive).

SECTION C: SHORT STORIES: 35 MARKS

QUESTIONS 9 & 10

v TWO prescribed short  stores
Answer ONE guestion.

« There is a cholce between an ESSAY
question and a CONTEXTUAL question.

« Short Story 1 - egsay

« Shor Story 2 - contextual

LENGTH OF ESSAYS:
Disjunctive ; 250 = 300 words
Conjunctive : 190 -240 words

LENGTH OF EXTRACT/S:

« 1 edftract - between 300 and 400 words
{dissunctive} and between 150 and 300
words (conjunctiva)

« 2 exiracts - 8 maximum of 200 words
{disjunctive) and a maximum of 150
words {conjunctiva)

sal

' SECTION D: POETRY: 35 MARKS

QUESTIONS 11-14

+ 4 prescribed poams will be set
« (Candidates will be expected to answer
any TWO

| = Each poem will consist of 174 marks,




ANNEXURE C

AMENDMENT TO EXAMINATION GUIDELINES
FOR HOME LANGUAGE AND FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE GRADE 12 NSC 2012

PAPER 3

{This document must be used in conjunction with the Examination Guidelines of 2009.)

'SECTION HOME LANGUAGE FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE |
A: ESSAY QUESTION 1 QUESTION 1
= Ftoples, of which a minimum | = & fopics, of which a minimum of 2
50 MARKS of 2 and a maximurm of 3 will and a maximum of 3 should be
be visual stimuli visual stimuli
« (Candidates will be expecied to | = Candidates will be expected to
answer on ONE eszay answar on OMNE essay
= Genres -narrafive, descriptive, | =  Genres -narralive, descrniptive,
reflective, argumentative, reflective, argumentative and
discursive and expository. discursive,
« LENGTH OF ESSAYS:- « LENGTH OF ESSAYS:-
Disjunctive: 400-450 words Disjunctive; 250-300 words
Caonjunctive: 340-390 words Conjunclive: 130-240 words
B: LONGER QUESTION 2 QUESTION 2
TRANSACTIONAL - Four topics will be set from the | »  Four topics will be set from the
TEXT categories indicated balow. categories  indicated  below.
Visuals may only be used as Visuale may only be used as
30 MARKS supportive material, supportive material,

Category 1. letters — informal and
formal letter, business and friendly
letter — A LETTER

Category 2: Speech, obituary —

A SPEECH & AN OBITUARY

Category 3:

Written interview (formall and
dialogue {informal)

Category 4: Report — formal and
imformal report

Category 5 Business

Mema, Minutes and agenda. CV
and letter of application. {(formal) —

Category 1. letters — informal and
formal letter, business and friendly
letter - A LETTER

Category 2. Speech — formal and
obituary — A SPEECH & an
OBITUARY)

Category 3:

Written interview (formal) and
dialogue (infarmal)

Category 4. Bepor! = formal and
informal repot —

Category 5: Business
Memo, Minutes and agenda, CV and
ietter of application. (formal)



C: SHORTER TEXT:

TRANSACTIONAL/
REFERENTIAL/
INFORMATIONAL

20 MARKS

Category B: Megia

Editorial, brochure, newspaper
article, magazine articie and
review, (farmal)

» Candidales will be axpected to
answer on DNE.

« LENGTH OF TEXT:-
Disjunctive; 180-200 words
Conjunctive : 100-120 words

Category B: Media
Editorial, brochure, newspaper articla,
magazine article and review. {formal)

Candidates will be expected to
answer on ONE.

» LENGTH OF TEXT:-

Dugjunctive: 120-150 words
Conjunctive : 80-100 words

QUESTION 3

« Three topics will be set from
the categories indicated balow.
Visuals may only be used as
supportive material,

Category 1:

Advert, poster, fiyer and invitation
card

Category 2:
Diary and posteard

Category 3:

Instructions and directions
Candidates will be expectad 1o
answer on ONE.

« LENGTHOF TEXT:-
Dugjunctive: 100-120 words
| Conjunctive : 80-100 words

QUESTION 3

* Three topics will be sat from the
categories indicated below.
Visuals may only be used as
supportive material.

Category 1:

Advart and invitation card Catagory
2

Diary and posteard
Category 3:
Instructions and directions

Candidates will be expected 1o
answear on ONE.

« LENGTH OF TEXT:-
Disjunctive: 80-100 words

Conjunctive ; 60-80 words




ANNEXURE D

AMENDMENTS TO HISTORY EXAMINATION GUIDELINES NSC 2012-2013

1. INTRODUCTION

This document is intended to assist both History educators and learners in the preparation for the
Grade 12 National Senior Certificale examination. It serves to streamiine the content focus areas
for the oplional case swdies in specific themes in both Papers 1 and 2. In additton, speecific
guidelines for source-based, paragraph writing and extended writing are given. This guideline must
be read in conjunction with the Subject Assessment Guidelines and Learning FProgramme
Guidelines for History,

2, CONTENT FOCUS AREAS
EPAPER 1

1. THE IMPACT OF THE COLD WAR IN FORMING THE WORLD IN THE 1960s
« Case Study examined in 2011, now extended to 2012 and 2013 - Cuba

2. HOW WAS UHURL REALISED IN AFRICA IN THE 12605 AND 1970s7
«  Case Study examined in 2011, now extended to 2012 and 2013 — Tanzania

PAPER 2

1. WHAT WAS THE IMPACT OF THE COLLAPSE OF THE USSR IN 1888 ON: RE-
IMAGINING THE NATION IN THE 1980s

« Case Study examined in 2011: Egypt, will no longer be examined but will be replaced by
Angola from 2012 to 2013

2. SOURCE-BASED QUESTIONS

In the assessment of source-based questions, the following must be taken into account;

= Al Level 1 type guestions require leamers to exiract information from the scurces, Thase
individual questions will carry 8 maximum of 2 marks.

» Al Level 2 questions require learners to interpret and analyse evidence from the sources.
These individual questions will carry & maximum of 4 marks.

* Al Level 3 questions thal require leamers 1o have a thorough understanding of skills such
as usefulness: compare; confrast; reliability; etc. These individual guestions will carry a
maximurm of & marks and will be assessad using an analytical rubric.

» Paragraph questions will carry between 6 to 10 marks and will be assessed wsing an
analytical rubric,



3. EXTENDED WRITING

This aspect tests the leamer's ability 1o write essays and will be assessed using the following
levels:

" Leval 1 - Learners will be requirad to write an essay on a given line of argument [.a. more
straightforward type of question, focusing on: describe, axplain, discuss etc.

«  Leval 2 - Learners will be required 1o write an essay by developing a relevant independeant
line of argumant by using the evidenca from the Qiven sources and their own knowledga i.e.
more analytical type of question, focusing on for example: Do you agree with the statement.
Substantiate your answer, Critically discuss this statement by referring to relevant events
froen & particular period, etc. Refer 1o attached revised mairix 10 assess leamer's work



GRADE 12 HOLISTIC RUBRIC TO ASSESS LEVEL 2 EXTENDED WRITING (SUCH AS AN
ESSAY USING SOURCES)

TOTAL MARKS: 30

LEVEL

"1f the candidate has demonsirated all or mast of the skills listed in a particular

level, she/he will be awarded a mark relevant to the category.

7
Cutstanding
B0 = 100%
24 -30

[Excellant]

Consistently focuses on topic — demonsirates a logical and coherent prograss towards
a conciusion

Clearty comprehends the sources

Uses all or most of the sources and demonstrales excellent ability 1o integrate own
knowledge

Selacts relevant sources

Quates salectively

Eroups sources (not essential but should not merely list sources)

Demonstrates a setting of sources in background understanding

If appropriate, deals fully with counter-argument

| Refers appropriately to relevancy, bias, accuracy, limitation of sources

Expresses him'hersalf clearly
Concludes essay with clear focus on lopic — takes a stand (Le. reaches an
independent conclusion)

B
Meritarious
70— T9%
21-23

[Very Good]

' Makes a good effort to facus consistently on the topic but, al times, argument loses

some focus

Clearly comprehends the sources
Uses all or most of the sources and demonstrates very good ability to integrate own
knowledge

Selacts relevant sources

Quotes selectively

Good use of relevant evidence from the sources.

Good attempt to considar counter-argument

Good attempt to refer to relevancy, bias, accuracy, limitafion of source

Expression good

Concludes essay with clear focus on fopic - takes a stand (i.e. reachas an
independant conclusion)

Substantial
60 — 89%
18- 20

[Good]

Makes an effort to focus on the topic but argument has lapses in focus
Comprehends most of the sources

Uses most of the sources and demonstrates good ability 1o integrate own
knowiedge

Selects relevant sources

Expression good but with [apses

Parhaps, lacking some depth of overall-toecus, or does not make reference to one ar
morne ralevant sources

It apprapriate, makes an attempt to consider counter-argument

Rather superficial or no attempt 1o refer to relevancy, bias, acouracy, limitation of
Sourcas

Makes an aftempt to take a stand (focuses on limiations, ate.) in reaching an
independent conclusion

4
Moderate

18-17
[Satisfactory]

Makas some affort 10 focus on the topic but argument has many lapses in focus
Moderate comprehension of most of the sources

50 — 58% Moderate use of relevant evidence from the sources and demonsirates moderale

gbility to integrate own knowledge

Moderate attempt to congider counter-argument

Moderate attempt to refer 10 relevancy, bias, accuracy, limitation of sources
Expression is safisfactony




Makes an attempl to 1ake a stand but there are serious inconsistencies with making
links with the rest of the essay
Essay might have a tendency to list sources and “tag” on focus

3 Little atternpt 1o focus on the topic
Adequate Little comprahansion of the sSources
40 - 49% Struggles 1o select relevant information from the sources and demonstrates
12 =14 adequate  ability to integrate own knowledge
No guotes = or genesally irmelevant
[Fair] Makes littie effort to consider counter-arguments
Mainly characiensed by listing of sources
Mo attempt 10 refer to relevancy, bias, accuracy of sources
Expression poor
Makes a poor attempt o take a stand. (i.e. batiles to reach an independent
conclusion)
2 Unable o focus on the fopic
Elementary Unable 1o [dentify relevant sources and demonstrates elementary ability to integrate
30 = 38% own knowledge
09-1 No quotes — or ganarally irrelevant
Makes no effort to consider counter-argument
Essay characterised by listing of sources
[Weak]
Mo atternpt 1o refer to relevancy, bias, accuracy of sources
Expression very poor
- Makes & very poor attempt to take a stand - if at ail
1 No attempt 1o focus on the topic
Not Achieved | Uses no sources and makes no attemp! io integrate  own knowledge
0 - 28% Complately irrelevant
0-8 Copies directly from the sources
[Poor] Angwer extremely poor




